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The Athenian Mercury. 


j * 


Pumb. 29, 


Queit. 1. ee: is a Book lately come forth, 

cal'd, The Scripture-Line of 
Time, from the firft Sabbath to the Great 
Sabbatifm of the Kingdom of Chrift, dy 
Tho. Beverley, which doubrle/s you have [een, 
wherein he pretends to the impulfes of the Spirtt 
in finding out the Line of Time, Times, ana 
half Time, by the belp of which having found 
it out, as he verily believes, he is very pofitive, 
that this great Sabbatifm will take effect in the 
Year, 1697. 


Time, Times, and * Time, 


He imagins time tobe. divided’ | 
as Geometricians divide a Y ears. 


circle, Viz. into 360. degrees. 


And fo — Time, he expounds tobe — 360 
Times,he expounds to be twice 360.ViZ.720 
+ Time tobe the + of 360. Viz. 180 


All which amounts to 1260. 


He makes this Time, Times, 
and + time to be the Duratt- 
on of the Apostafie from the 
Faith, viz. from it’s Purity, 
Which he reckons to begin 1260 
Anno Chrift. 437, which 437 
Epocha, being added to the 
1260. Years makes 1697. 


1697. 


er began to come into it’s (Anno 1517 
Time, he makes to be in add 180 


The Time when the Romifh Pow- 
Luthers Days, viz. 


So that the +. Time beginning 
then , there mut be 180. 
Years added to the 1517. 
the produét is 1697. 


Anf. ’Tisa new kind of Expofition, anc 
there’s as much or more probability in it 
than any we have yet met with. ‘We car 
return no other Anfwer but this, that tim« 
will be the beft Expofitor, and ’tis very grea 
Odds, but the Querift and many Million 
more now alive will fee the Iffue, 

Queft. 2. In about four Monthstime, Ihav 
fent you four Queftions, four feveral Times, an 
becaufe I thoughtit was poffible they might mifcar 
ry by the Penty Poft ( by whom three of ther 
went) I carried \ne into the Stocks-Markei 
ana there gave a Peter Money tocarry it into M; 
Smiths Coffee-houfe, and ftayed till he came oun 
when he told me, he ave it to.the Woman of th 
Houfe, and fhe faid+ fhould be delivered as a. 
vetted. INewerthele{s] have never had the lea; 
notice that awy of my ‘etters ever Came to you 


Hands, fo that I had refolved never to have fent 

10 you again, (uppofing it muft be nothing elfe bur 
4 fighting of my Propofal, but finding you Anfwer 
many very frivolous Questions; and defire all People 
10 keep on fending to you, I have refolu’d once mere 

10 venture this, not fo much in favour of my Que- 
nes, as adefire 1 have tokndw what might be the 

meaning that you never took, any notice of any one 

of my Letters, as I could ever perceive, for I 

think, I have all your Mercuries by me that bave 
come out fince I firft write to you and before ; 
my Rueries were about the Marks on Cain, the 

Genealogy of our Saviour, the Elixir, and the 
Waters of Bath, if J find you take any notice of 
this and defire them, I wil fend them to you as 
I propofed tnem at large, if not, I will trouble you 
no farther, but bid you adien in Secula féculorum. 

Anf. Sir, if you have the Volames by you, 
as you fay you have, you may find all thefe 
Queftions already anfwer'd. 

Queft., 3. Looking with a Microfcope upon a 
drop of Blood taken from a Man who had an high 
Feaver, I could percesve little Animals moving in 
it 5 pray is it really fo to your Opinion, or are they 
not the Spirits that move and fly off like a Smoke 
and by their weaving reprefe ofe little Fifhes 
in Watrer,that bath bad fom of Pepper init? 
I can perceive very-plain nd Creatures 
running to and fro. 

Anf. We are making fome Experiments 
our felves of this, and feveral other things 
— the World hall fhortly have account 
OF, 

—Queft. 4. In your lat Mercury ( of the Ra- 
rities of England ) you were pleafed to freak of 
Manulcripts in the Cuftody of any Perfons, that 
might turn to Publick; or Private good, if Pub- 
lifhed, and that you would give your Approbari- 
on, of any fuch that fhould come before you. 

This following Title page, that I have fent you, 
belongs to a Bookin large Quarto, about five In: 
ches Thick, 

I not being a Schollar, nor keowing whether 
the Book was ever Printed, or would be worth 
it. Defire your Approbation in it, and the Eng- 


lith of the fame. 


Anglia Sanita © Catholice 
Sen, : 

Vite Santtorum Britannorum veterum G recen- 
tiorum Anglorum, gui Olim ad Ecclefiam &. 
Nattonem Anglicanam {pettabant, 

Hagiologium Alphabeticum, 
Tomus tertius hujus operis, 

Ubi comprehenduntur Vita Santtorum Minorum 
Gentinm juxta Ordinem Alphabeticum, quo- 
rum Fefta & dies Obitus Ignorantur, in Libros 

Divifus. 

Una cum vindictis eorundem Santorum, Qui 
ab aliis injufle a nobis aufernntur, Et altis 
Nattonibus Aferibuntur Anttore, &c. 

Auttor 


a 


\ 


% 


‘AuttoreD. Vs Edwardo Bradiigw, De Man- 
ceftria Anglo; Sacra Theologi@@andidato,Ca- 
tholico Romano. 


Avf. We have confider'd this Manufcript 
which you fent us by your fecond Letter; 
our opinion of it is this, that ‘tis ufeful in fome 
things about Chronology, but to give the 
World now an Account of the Lives of old 
Monks. Abbors,¢c-Papiftical Drs.wou'd be of 


lice'e ute to Protettants. Weean't tell, how: / 


it sught take in /raly; if the Querift delirs 
it again ( for it’s of no ufe to him) let hia 
cal] at our Bookfellers for ir. 

Gentlemen, 

I defire your Fudgment in your Mercury upor 
the {cllowing Queries with as much ‘fpeed ans 
clearne/s as may be. 

Quett. 5. 1.What is to be underftood by Crea 
ture in the Eighth Chap. of St. Pauls Epiftle to 
the Romans, and 19. 20,21. Vertes, How & 
they expeét, and wait for the Manifettation of 
the Sons of God, and in what fence, {hall they 
be delwered from the Bondage of Corruptr 
oninto the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God. 

Queft. 6. 2. Whether Heaven be promifed tos 
certain number of Perfons? 

Queit.7. 3.Vhether Baptif{m be a means of Re. 
generation £ 

Queit. 8. 4. Whether there be a pofibility of 
final cpoftacy from a State of Grace ? 

Oneic.g. 5.Why the greateft Enmity fometimes 
fuccecds the greatet Friend{lip and Amity? 


‘Queff.10 6. is the Morning Sun a means 
of Acceleratin th in Plants, and of Ripe- 
ning of Fruits nthe Afternoon ? 


Quelt. 11. 7. at isthe Reafon, that there 
are tears of Joy: 

Queft. 12. 8. Why do the Vapors of Charcoais 
induce afaintne{s? And why fo dangerous and 
Deftruétive in a clofe room as they are? 

Anf. 1. The meaning of the place accord- 
ing tothe beft Interpreters is no more than 
this, that whereas 4dam by his Sin has fubje- 
Ged not only his Pofterity, but irrational 
Creatures ( which he was created Lord of) to 
Bondage, Slavery, Corruption and Death, 
the time thal! come when they thall be freed 
again; to wit, when Sin is no more commit- 
ted, and that good men don’t only expect and 
groan for this time, but the Pain and Cor- 
ruption of the Creature does (as it were ) 
plead fora delivery, an elegant way of ex- 
preffing the deep fence of any thing, when we 
fay, that even infenfible things perceive tt. 

Anf. 2. God knows what the Number of 
of the faved will be, but we can meet with no 
fufficient Texte that tells us the Number is li- 
mited, and cant be otherwile. 

Anf. 3. No, only a Sign of it. 

Anf. 4. We read of {uch as have fallen from 
Grace, have made Shipwrack, of Faith, and a 
good Confcience, and therefore we can’t believe 
Graceirrefiftible. We know that fomehave 
more means offer'd them than others, and 
God may fometimes caufe a {trange Conver- 


fion; and fometimes give Perfons quickly 
over to a reprobate Mind, but the Genera! 
Courfe of his Providence, is to givé all {efi- 
cient means; to turnthofe over ro the Power 
of Satan that abufe his means, andto give 
more means to fuch as make ufe of what they 
have, the Scripture is fo plain in this Point 
that we need not run to hard places to con- 
found our felf, He that Believeth, and is Bap- 
tized fhall be faved, and hethat Believeth noe 
hall be Damn’d. If the wicked manturnetl amay 
&c. He thal live, if the righteous, Sec. He fhatl 
die. It's commonly objeéted, Grace, Re- 
pentance, &c. isnotin our Power; we an- 
{wer, but the means of Repentance are in 
our Power, as Examination, Confidering 
@c. or elfe we are not men; hence Sr. Febn 
the Baptift fays, Bring fo th fruits meet for Re- 
pentance. Let a mando bat what he is able 
and God has oblig’d himfelf by Promife to 
afift him. To him that has it fall be given and 
he {hall have more abundantly, but from him that 
hath not fhall be taken away, even that he hath. 
This Text is fufficient to obviate all fuch 
Queries as this. And now after all, if a Man 
has not a Free-will givenhim todo fome- 
thing of himfelf in Order both to Salvation 
and Damnation too,Rewards and Punifhments 
are in vain; if there’s abfolute Predeftinati- 
on to Salvation or Damnation, there’s no need 
of Preaching, Praying, or any thing elfe, but 
fince we can’t properly give any more than our 
opinion here, we will referve a further and 
Jarger Difcourfe upon this Subject in our next 
Twelve Numbers, and we hope fuch as it 
will maintain the Juttice. fo ic won’t at all 
derogate from the Grace of God. 

Anf. 5. Becaufe the opportunities, which 
their Freedom, and Converfe gives ’em, aid 
€m more open to one anothers abufes,where- 
as Other Perfons that were {trangers to their 
Breafts coud have nothing to fay againft them 
dr at leaft not half fo much. : 

Anf. 6. Becaufe the fallen Dew -helps it, 
which is exhal’d before the Afternoon. 

Anf. 7. “Vis already Anfwer'd. 

Anf. 8. It fubtilizes the inclos’d Air, fo 
nuch ( tho’ by degrees ) that a Man can neo 
nore live in it than Water. We cou’d bring 

great many fad Inftances of the Effects ic 
as had, but our Room wii! not permit us te 
nlarge. 

Queft. 13. 4 Young Lady has been for ma- 

y Years troubled with a Dream fo constantly, 
yat fhe begs the favour of you, to give your Opi- 
lons of it 5 “tis of a great number of Lights, 
bich fhe always endeavours ta extinguifh by all 
ifible means, and does to the last, bue that fhe 
re can put gut, twere tedious to repeat the fe- 
eral ways fhe tries to effect it, but in vain for all 
ae reft blaze out again, the Dream never varies, 
bt has been the [ame for twelve Tears together, 
fidom miffing a Week, but nov "tis fix Months 
pee? | 

Anf. Ie’s nothing at all but her Confciev- 

on, if the bleed and aler her diet, the’ll 
keam of other things. 
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